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CREATIVE WRITING OF MICHIGAN TEACHERS

Looking Back
BY BEVERLEY

J.

THE WONDER OF

DINNALL

BY BEVERLEY

Was it that long ago that we
Roamed the pastures,
Collecting naseberry, sweetsops and golden mangoes*
Then growing tired of this we would
Foolishly frolic like fluttering fruit flies?

J.

DINNALL

Sleeping trees awaiting
Spring's rebirth awakened by the icy touch of the
Frigid freezing rain and
Become transformed into a winter wonderland.
Evergreens sparkle in
Snow dust as they
Stand in majestic splendor,
In gleaming glacial enchanted forests.

Was it that long ago that we
Crawled up hills like overload 'cane trucks
Wishing for a glimpse of the
Flickering flames of the factory's fire?
No, it was not long ago that we
Mounted those hills eagerly to school and to church.
First to feed the brain and then the soul. Oh yes!
Friends, foe and family made that tedious climb.
It was not long ago that the
Heavy May showers pounded our roofs like
Fleeting fingers beating Congo drums, or when one
Flash of lightning sent us scampering beneath our beds.

Oh, Mother Nature, as you
Proudly display
Your brilliant artistry, you gently remind
Mere mortals of their inadequacies.
Icicles like chandeliers and chimes
'
Icicles wreaking havoc and commanding attention,
Icicles like dainty dazzling diamonds, and yes,
Icicles on trees symbolizing impermanence.

Certainly it was not that long ago, and so I
Fondly recall how delightful it was
For us friends to make a muddy mess,
As we walked splish-splash, splish-splash in muddy pools
of water.
"Good old days" I call them and
Quickly they did pass.
For sure I do miss them, but I
Could not stay with them, neither could they forever remain.
*Naseberry is a small round edible fruit with brown skin and sweet
yellow pulp that grows on a sapodilla tree in the Caribbean, Mexic~, and
Central America. Sweetsops or sugar apple is the fruit of the sweetsop
~vergreen shrub. It has a hard green rind and a sweet, edible pulp. Mango
1s the green or red fruit of the mango tree. It has a juicy, sweet orangeyellow pulp.

Beverley J. Dinnall taught/or a number ofyears in the Jamaican secondary
school system, but for the past 6 years she has been working as a first-grade
teacher at St. Richard's Primary School in Kingston, the capital city of Jamaica.
Her school is a government-aided Roman Catholic school, and she is one of three
grade-1 t~achers.. Beverley holds a bachelor's degree from the University of the
West Indies and is currently completing a master's in reading and language arts
at Oakland University. She was inspired to write "The Wonder of It All" during
Oakland County's April ice storm.
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Call for Program Proposal
Michigan Reading Association, an affiliate of the
International Reading Association,
invites you to submit a program proposal for the

Michigan
Reading
Association

48th Annual Michigan Reading Association Conference

A MIChiganNonprofitCorpo,at>on

MRA 2004: Growing Readers and Writers
Saturday, March 20 through Tuesday, March 23, 2004
Detroit Cobo Hall and Cobo Arena Detroit, Michigan
Proposals must be postmarked no later than September 15, 2003. The Program Committee will consider
all proposals submitted by the due date. Notification of the committee's decision will be sent no later than
November 15 , 2003. The person submitting the proposal is responsible for notifying co-presenters of the
Program Committee's decision. Program presenters do not receive honoraria or reimbursement for travel, hotel
or related expenses. All presenters and co-presenters must register and pay for the conference. Overhead
project and screen will be provided. Handouts and any additional A/V equipment will be the responsibility of
the presenters. Please submit a separate form for each proposal.
Factors that tend to enhance a proposal:
• specific and descriptive program abstract
• relevance and interest to proposed audience
• clarity, conciseness and coherence of proposal
• thoroughness of planning and preparation
• relevance to conference strands

Factors that tend to disqualify a proposal:
• promotion of commercial material or programs
• content unrelated to reading or literacy
• failure to complete the proposal according to guidelines

I. Person submitting Proposal:
Dr. Ms. Mr.
Last Name

First Name

Institution/District: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Position: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Address: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
City

Day Phone

State

Fax:

Evening Phone:

Zip

Email :

II. Co-Presenters: (if needed type additional presenters on separate sheet of paper)
Name: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Institution/District: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Position: - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Name:
Institution/District: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Position:

(Continued other side)
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III. Topic Area: (check no more than three)
_Family Literacy
_Adolescent Literacy
_Fluency
_Adult Literacy
_Newspaper in Education
_Comprehension
_No Child Left Behind
_Content Area Literacy
_Phonics, Word Recognition
_Curriculum Development
_Reading/Learning Disabilities
_Differentiated Instruction
_Research-Based Practice
_Diversity
_Technology
_Early Childhood Literacy
_Title 1
_ELL
_Writing

V. Check one in each category:
Session Time:
Audience Size:
_50 minutes
_0-50
110 minutes
_50-100
_Institute (3 hours)
100-200

VI. Preferred Room Arrangement:

_Theater

Day Preference:
_Sat
_Sun
_Mon
_Tues

_Classroom

IV. Of Interest to:
_Pre-School/Kindergarten
_Primary Grades
_Intermediate Grades
_Middle School
_High School
_Adult Educators
_Parents
_Teacher Educators
_Administrators
_Title 1 Educators
_Special Educators
_Researchers

Willing to Repeat:
_Consecutive time slots
_Same day, NOT consecutive
time slots
_Different Day

_Rounds

On a separate paper in 250 words or less type:
VII. Title of presentation and names of presenters
VIII. Presentation abstract for program (60 words or less)
IX. Presentation Objectives

I understand that MRA does not provide honoraria or expenses. All presenters and co-presenters for this session
will register and pay for the conference, Signed _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Submit completed proposal to:
Michigan Reading Association
668 Three Mile Road NW, Suite C
Grand Rapids, MI 49544
Tel 800-672-7323

For Office Use Only:
Date Received _ _ _ _ _ __ Reviewed By
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-
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Date:

Time:-------

Room: _____ Capacity:

Date:

Time:

Room: - - - - - Capacity:
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Call for Manuscripts
Spring 2004: Developing local, global, and affective knowledge about reading
(Manuscripts must be received by November 1, 2003. Electronic submissions are encouraged.)

1

n her discussion of balance in the reading program, Fitzgerald (1999) has talked about the
importance of developing students' local knowledge about reading (e.g., phonological awareness;
word level knowledge, vocabulary knowledge), global knowledge about reading (understanding, interpretation,
response, metacognitive knowledge), and affective knowledge about reading (love of reading, positive attitudes
toward reading, motivation and desire to read). Please share with us the ways in which you develop these kinds of
knowledge about reading in your grade level.
•

Manuscripts should not exceed 2,500-3,000 words.

• Author's name, mailing address, telephone number, FAX number, e-mail address, and professional affiliation
should be on a separate cover page. The author's name should not appear in the manuscript.
•

Three members of the editorial review board will review all manuscripts.

•

Manuscripts must be received by November 1, 2003. Decisions will be reached within four months for this
issue.

•

If a manuscript is accepted for publication, its author must provide a computer disk copy of the manuscript,
preferably in MS Word.

•

Charts, graphs, drawings, and high quality photographs pertaining to article topics will be appreciated.
Photographs from a digital camera can be submitted digitally.

•

Send either: a) an electronic e-mail attachment; orb) six copies of the manuscript, a disk with your
submission, and two self-addressed stamped envelopes to:
Linda Pavonetti, Co-editor
Michigan Reading Journal
Oakland University, Department of Reading
Rochester, MI 48309-4494
e-mail: pavonett@oakland.edu
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